
Significance of the Great Zimbabwe Monument 
 

a) Political 
 

The name of the country, Zimbabwe, was derived from the Great Zimbabwe National 
Monuments.  At the inception of the Second Chimurenga in the early 1960’s, which was a 
revolution against British Colonial rule, the revolutionary political parties that were formed 
then to spearhead the revolution adopted the name Zimbabwe, as a national symbol.  The 
Great Zimbabwe National Monuments were viewed as a symbolic pillar of resistance by the 
progressive forces against colonialism.  When the country attained independence in 1980, 
the name of the country was renamed Zimbabwe from Rhodesia. 

 
b) Economic 

 
At its peak of economic prosperity that is between 13th and 14th centuries, the ancient city 
was a centre of major economic activities such as livestock farming, crop farming and mining.  
It became a centre for international trade as exports of agricultural produce and gold and 
other minerals were made to Asia and other countries in the East. 

 
The Arabs mainly spearheaded the export trade.  The medium of exchange during that period 
was barter trade with the Arabs and Swahili merchants.  Glass heads, cloth, Chinese celadon 
and blue-on-white porcelain etc were exchanged with farm produce, animal skins and a 
variety of minerals. The Great Zimbabwe still remains to Zimbabweans, a single remainder 
of tremendous economic achievements made by our fore-fathers; it is a source of great 
national inspiration. 

 
c) Religious 

 
Religion played a significant role in the preservation of the political system.  All the rulers, 
kings, chiefs, clan leaders believed in the divine power of “Mwari”’ the Supreme God and the 
Great Zimbabwe was the religious centre.  The religion gave spiritual legitimacy to the state.  
“Mwari” had power over rainmaking, agricultural, fertility and illness.  Even after the demise 
of the Great Zimbabwe, the strong religious fabric created then continues to influence the 
everyday way of life of most Zimbabweans.  Zimbabwe is today a peace loving country 
because the majority of Zimbabweans are religious persons either through traditional beliefs 
or Christian beliefs. 

 
d) Tourism Significance 

 
Because of its tremendous contributions to World civilization, the Great Zimbabwe National 
Monument was recognized as a World heritage by the United Nations in 1986.  It was then 
inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List.  The Great Zimbabwe National Monument 
currently hosts approximately 100 000 tourists every year. 

 
The Great Zimbabwe National Monument consists of four distinct features: 
 

i) The great Enclosure which is the most impressive building at Great Zimbabwe 
National Monument; 

ii) The Conical Tower, which is within the Great Zimbabwe Enclosure, remains a 
mystery as to its purpose; 



iii) The Hill Complex where most of the Zimbabwe Bird soapstone sculptures were 
discovered; and  

iv) The Valley Structures which include a site Museum where the Zimbabwe birds are 
housed.  The Zimbabwe bird is the most treasured article of Zimbabwe’s cultural 
heritage because it is a source of national pride.  The Zimbabwe bird symbolizes the 
historical continuity of the Zimbabwean spirit of enterprises from the ancient times 
to the modern times. 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
1. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

 
The present City of Masvingo is propelled by the spiritual economic aspiration of the 
approximately 20 000, 13th – 15th century ancient city ancestors whose major economic 
activities were based on agriculture and mining.  True to the spirit and aspirations of our 
ancestors, who not only produced for the local market but also exported to the North and 
East Africa, Asia and the Middle East. Masvingo City is now a major economic centre with 
diverse activities, catering for both the local and international markets. 

 
Like our ancestors, who achieved economic prosperity of a highly civilized magnitude when 
the general standard of living during that contemporary epoch was still very backward, devoid 
of the modern successes as scientific, information and technological development, the City’s 
major economic activities have remained the same; these are tourism, manufacturing, 
agriculture and mining. 

 
a) Tourism 

 
The City is surrounded by a number of tourist attractions.  Most significant of these are the 
Great Zimbabwe National Monument, which is our prime cultural heritage; the Mutirikwi Dam 
only 32km away, which is currently the largest inland dam in the country and the Kyle 
Recreational Game Park which is stocked with such animals as Antelope, Nyala, Tsessebe, 
Eland, Rhino, Zebra, Kudu, Giraffe, and many others.  Eighty kilometers South East of the City 
is the gigantic Tokwe-Mukosi Dam, the largest inland lake in Zimbabwe with a water capacity 
in excess of 1.8 billion cubic metres.  


