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HO ARE WE?

The City of Masvingo derives its name from the nation-
al shrine of the country, the Great Zimbabwe National
Monument. Masvingo is a Shona (indigenous language)
name, which means “Building Made out of Stones”. The
City, was resuscitated in 1890 by a British Pioneer Col-
umn, which had identified the area as ideal for a capital
city of the country, then called Fort Victoria.

However, the idea of a capital city was abandoned when
the present capital city of Harare was discovered and es-
tablished as Salisbury. The settlement continued to grow
until it became a Town Council in 1926 and a Municipality
in 1953. Masvingo attained city status in February 2002.

Although the city itself is some 27km away from the Great
Zimbabwe National Monuments, which are structures
made up of stones, it is a replica of the Ancient City of
Great Zimbabwe in modern form.

The Great Zimbabwe National Monument is bequeathed
with a rich cultural heritage, which is a major tourist at-
traction both locally and internationally. In its ancient
times, the Great Zimbabwe was a city of stone buildings
built and occupied between 12th and 15th Centuries.

During its peak of power and prosperity in the 13th and
14th Centuries, the ancient city was the largest settle-
ment in Southern Africa with an estimated population of
20 000 inhabitants. The monumental stonewalls were
constructed to express wealth, power and pomp of the
then civilized population.

No single factor can be attributable for the fall of the once
powerful and civilized state of the Great Zimbabwe in the
15th Century. The Great Zimbabwe National Monument
is a cultural heritage of perpetual and immortal signifi-
cance to the nation for political, economic, religious and
tourism reasons. More About The Great Zimbabwe Mon-
ument
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EDITOR’S NOTE

| am delighted to bring you the City of Masvingo’s quarterly newsletter. | am really
encouraged by the feedback received from stakeholders corresponding to the
council’s mandate of making the city an international treasure. We are seeing more |
multi-partner practices with an increasing amount of work being undertaken through
our various departments, primarily city development based work, and in turn this
is leading torwads achieving Vision 2030 for the city of Masvingo. There seems
to be an increasing level of confidence displayed by our management, as they
realise that the priority is to productively engage stakeholders through provision of
better services. Many thanks to you the citizens of Masvingo for believing in us and
thumps up to you City of Masvingo for being relentless in reaching set targets.

Ms A. Jinjika | Public Relatiins Officer

GITY GALLERY




CITY MAYOR

Mayor Collen Maboke

His Worship the Mayor Councillor Collen Maboke, who is the Councillor for Ward 2 joined
Council in 2018. Mayor, Councillor Collen Maboke is a lawyer by profession.

Eng Edward Mukaratirwa appointed substantive Town
Clerk for City of Masvingo

The City of Masvingo wishes to announce the appoint-
ment by Local Government Board of Engineer Edward
Mukaratirwa as the substantive Town Clerk. The ap-
pointment is with effect from 09 June 2021.

Engineer Mukaratirwa is an Engineer and Administrator
par excellence who has vast experience in Local Govern-
ance, which dates back as 2001. He held the position of
District Engineer for Vungu Rural District Council from
2001 to 2002 before moving to Gutu Rural District Coun-
cil on a similar position up to September 2006. He was
appointed Acting Chief Executive Officer for Gutu Rural
District Council in October 2006 a position he held until
he joined Masvingo City Council in March 2011 to date.
Engineer Mukaratirwa joined Masvingo City Council as
Deputy City Engineer and was later appointed as Acting
Town Clerk in September 2019 a position he held until
his confirmation as substantive Town Clerk.

He is a holder of the following qualifications:

e  Master of Business Administration (MBA) —Great
Zimbabwe University

»  BSc (Hons) in Civil Engineering- University of Zim-

babwe

He is a dedicated Engineer who commands tremendous respect in the
field. He sits in several boards he is the current Zimbabwe Institution
of Engineers Masvingo Area Chairman, Runde Catchment Council Vice
Chairman (2014), Mutirikwi Sub-Catchment Council Chairman (2014
& 2020) and Mutirikwi Sub-Catchment Vice Council Chairman (2013
& 2019) and a member of the Masvingo Polytechnic College Advisory
Board (2021).

Adding to that he holds professional membership to Engineering Profes-
sion bodies both locally and regionally. He is Professional Engineer with
the Engineering Council of Zimbabwe, a Corporate Member of Zimba-
bwe Institution of Engineers and member of Water Institute of Southern
Africa.

Engineer Mukaratirwa possesses extensive experience and technical
expertise in design and construction of water, waste water and road in-
frastructure. He was the Project Engineer for Bradburn Extension Road
Construction (March 2019-August 2019), Mucheke D Infill Stands Ser-
vicing (November 2017- August 2019), Rujeko Footbridge (November
2018-August 2019), Emergency Road Rehabilitation Programme-Mas-
vingo City (2017-2018), Target Kopje & Hillside Extension Roads Sur-
facing (February 2018-August 2019), Resident Engineer for Mucheke
Sewer Trunk Line Construction (March 2015-May 2016), Beneficiary
Representative for Water and Waste Water Infrastructure Rehabilitation
(June 2014-January 2016), Resident Engineer for Bushmead Pumping
Main Replacement (April 2011-February 2013), Resident Engineer for
PSIP Roads Rehabilitation (March 2012-November 2012), and Resident
Engineer for Hillside Infrastructure Development (September 2011-Oc-
tober 2012).

His Worship the Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Councillors, Management and
Staff have the pleasure to express warmest congratulations to Engineer
Mukaratirwa on his new appointment and wish him success in office. We
are confident that your appointment is an endorsement of your visionary
and indigenous leadership and we wish to pledge our unwavering sup-
port and commitment as you lead the City of Masvingo.

We look forward to your insightful leadership as we continue in our en-
deavour to be An Industrialised World Class Metropolitan by 2030.

Congratulations, Makorokoto, Amhlope.
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Rujeko COVID-19 Isolation Gentre receives Oxygen
Concentrator and Drug Trolley from Solidar Med

i The Mayor also urged citizens to adhere to the rec-
ommended COVID-19 protective measures, such as
frequent hand washing and physical distancing, and
proper wearing of face masks.

4 Handing over the consignment to City of Masvingo,
Non communicable diseases projects manager at Sol-
idar Med Zimbabwe, Dr Alvin Mutengere said the or-
| ganisation will continue with the support it is giving
. to Rujeko Isolation Centre in the fight to mitigate the
effects of COVID 19.

In March last year (2020), Rujeko Clinic was fully

turned into an isolation facility for managing cases of

the Coronavirus. Rujeko Isolation Centre is still fac-

Solidar Med has donated an oxygen concenrator to Rujeko Isolation Centre inga number of challenges, including limited medical

to help mitigate the effects of COVID-19. The donations were handed over to personnel, drugs and personal protective equipment,

His Worship, The Mayor Cllr C. Maboke on Wednesday the 7th of July 2021. lack of incinerator and well as lack of holding bay for

“Today what is given to us indicates that the fight against the Coronavirus is the deceased, prompting the well wishers to chip in.

far from over. The danger is still out there, and that is why we are receiving

these items which include an oxygen concentrator and drug trolley;” said Cllr As of 7 July 2021, the facility had managed to man-

C Maboke, The Mayor of City of Masvingo. age cases of the Coronavirus and delivery of bouncing
baby to a COVID 19 positive mother.

The Mayor acknowledged the continuous support provided by well-wishers

towards the council owned Rujeko Isolation Centre from renovations since

the day it was turned into an Isolation Centre, to medical support.

Shot in the arm of Rujeko Isolation Centre

Rujeko Isolation Centre has received its first 8 OXERA |
oxygen equipment worthy US$ 2000, a donation from |
partner (Kufema Zimbabwe) in the fight against the nov-

el coronavirus. i

The consignment of 8 Oxygen Efficient Respiratory Aids |
for COVID response was handed over to the City of °
Masvingo’s Town Clerk, Eng. Edward Mukaratirwa on
Wednesday the 22nd of July 2021 at Town House.

‘Twould like to express gratitude to our partners (Kufema
Zimbabwe) for the donation that has been extended and
also for considering Rujeko Isolation Centre in Masvingo
out of all the 10 provinces in the country. The donation g
will go a long way in assisting patients at the provincial An oxygen efficient respiratory aid regulates oxygen from the cylinder
COVID 19 Isolation Facility which serves patients from according to weight from patient and priority will be given to oxygen
other districts within the province] he said. dependent patients.
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Construction of Rujeko Secondary School gathers
momentum

2021 will go down in the annals of City of Masvingo
as a historic year, as it is the year that the decision to
construct a secondary school in the high density sub-
urb of Rujeko was made followed by commencement
of construction of the long awaited School.

Council’s move to embark on the secondary school
construction project came as a noble project that was
long overdue. The project is first of its kind in the his-
tory of local authorities.

Despite inclement economic conditions that have
characterized the country and councils not being
spared, the City of Masvingo has managed to com-
mence construction of the first classroom block at a
budgeted cost of ZWL 5,4 million.

rently, the government owned secondary schools in Mucheke; Ndarama
and Mucheke High Schools are catering for pupils in Rujeko high density
suburb which is the inspiration behind the construction of the secondary
school with an envisaged capacity of 600 pupils.

Construction of Rujeko Secondary School is expected
to go a long way in bridging a yawning infrastructure
gap that was occasioned by the absence of a second-
ary school in the high density suburb of Rujeko. Cur-

Runyararo North-West Clinic nearing completion

The facility will accommodate advances in medical tech-
nology, increase in capacity and cater for primary health
care.

It will feature:

« An enlarged emergency department with twice the floor
space of the current one at Runyararo Clinic.

« Individual patient rooms that provide increased privacy
and comfort for patients.

» Walking trails

« A parking structure with limited spaces though.

" The new clinic is part of the Council’s infrastructure re-
newal projects. Besides all the physical enhancements,
the Department of Health Services is — working on digital
tools that will improve the patient experience.

The finish line is in sight for the new Runyararo North-West Clinic, fol-
lowing a year of construction. Crews are plastering walls, roofing, electri-
cal connections. The new facility is expected to be opening by year-end.
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ity of Masvingo signs Landmark Agreement with

Environmental Management Agency

Friday the 26th of March 2021 witnessed Masvingo City Council signing a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Environmental Management
Agency for the development of harmonious and cooperative relations with
the purpose of ensuring the protection and cleanliness of the environment
within the city as well as enforcement of all environmental laws and regula-
tions within Masvingo City Council’s jurisdiction.

The partnership seeks to ensure that Masvingo City transforms itself and be-
comes a centre of environmental excellence, establishing an Environmental
Inspectorate Unit (EIU) manned by Environmental Management Inspectors
(EMI) who will be charged with the duty to enforce environmental by-laws
in Masvingo City Council’s area of jurisdiction. The partnership includes re-
viewing of existing Council environmental by-laws and capacitation of the
EIU.

True to its vision, ‘An Industrialised World-Class Metropolitan City by 2030,
the MoU reaffirms the Council’s commitment to keeping environments clean.
The MoU is therefore aimed at improving the environmental law-enforce-

Parks and Wildlife Management Authority, Forest-
ry Commission, ZINWA, National Prosecuting Au-
thority (NPA) and Zimbabwe Republic Police (ZRP)
was formed to review and update existing Council
by-laws. This resulted in the production of the draft
City of Masvingo Environment (Noise and Nuisance)
By-laws.

Over and above all this, the MoU saw the creation of a
unit made up of 35 members drawn from all the rele-
vant departments of Council, and also EMA handing
over 3 motorcycles to the City of Masvingo to carry
out environmental inspections, licensing for environ-
mental pollution and prosecuting where there are en-
vironmental offenses.

Apart from the creation of the unit, the team was
trained on national environmental law, carrying out
environmental inspections, prosecution procedure
and the draft by-law. The unit was also trained on how
to conduct field inspections and prosecutions.

Present during the signing ceremony were District
Development Coordinator’s Office, The Mayor, Cllr
C Maboke, Deputy Mayor, Cllr W Mawende, Alder-
man S Maridza, Councillors, Acting Town Clerk,
Eng E Mukaratirwa, Management, Croco Motors
Manager, Mr Chawonza, Provincial Environmental
Management Agency, Mr M Muusha, EMA officials,
members from the Health Department, Transport
office, municipal police, procurement, audit, human

ment framework for Masvingo City Council hence a committee comprised of resources as well as members of the media.

Masvingo City Council, EMA, Ministry of Health and Child Care, Zimbabwe

City of Masvingo commissions 12 service delivery

vehicles

The City of Masvingo, has added 12 vehicles to its existing fleet. The
new vehicles comprise of 1 refuse compactor, 1 Toyota minibus, 5
Toyota Sedan vehicles, and 5 Nissan pick-up trucks. The vehicles
which were purchased using revenue raised from the ratepayers are
expected to enhance service delivery.

Speaking during the commissioning ceremony on Friday 26 March
2021, His Worship, The Mayor, Cllr C Maboke said the vehicles will
improve efficiency of the local authority in service delivery.

“The City of Masvingo is fully committed to excellent service deliv-
ery through procurement of latest ideal state of the art equipment/
vehicles to ensure we attain our vision to be an Industrialised Met-
ropolitan City By 2030. Today we commission our refuse compactor
and a fleet of operational vehicles that will be used by our different
departments to enhance efficient and effective service delivery.
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These vehicles were bought using revenue raised from the rate-
payers and we thank the residents and ratepayers and at the same
time encouraging them to continue paying their bills in order to
capacitate us to provide services. We will be purchasing more
equipment this year that includes a Refuse Compactor and a Tip-
per. We continue to value the support of our various stakehold-
ers and the Central Government in this service delivery journey’
he said.

Among those who attended the commissioning ceremo
the District Development Coordinator’s Office, Deputy Mayofy
Cllr W Mawende, Alderman S Maridza, Councillors, Acting Town
Clerk, Eng E Mukaratirwa, Management, Croco Motors Manager,
Mr Chawonza, EMA officials, members from the Health Depart-
ment, Transport office, municipal police, procurement, audit, hu-
man resources as well as members of the media.

Water Augmentation Phase 2 set to ease City’s water
woes

True to its vision of becoming a world class metropolitan city by
2030, the City of Masvingo is set to roll out water augmentation
phase 2 at an estimated budget of ZWL 270 000. 000, as the local
authority intensifies its commitment to ensure excellent service
delivery.

The much long-awaited project is aimed at improving the water
situation in the city which is currently in a pathetic state due to
a series of electrical faults at Bushmead Waterworks. The project
will see acquisition of high-tech equipment to support the water-
works plant. This initiative is part of the City’s commitment to
ensure residents get clean and safe water.

The increasing demand due to ballooning population as a result
of population and property growth, coupled with pressures from
new developments for connections onto the existing constrained
water system as well as the depreciating equipment of the plant of
the oldest city in the country has caused Masvingo to be a water
stressed city.

The plant which was commissioned in the early 70s, and was lat-
er expanded twice in 1984 and 2003 now has depreciating equip-
ment. Hence, rolling out of the programme comes with it the

benefits of an expanded plant and abundant water supply.

Currently, water supply capacity is at 30 megalitres per day
against an estimated demand of 50 megalitres, thus a deficit of
20 megalitres.

To manage the deficit, the City has instituted a programme to
close off valves to the town overnight while building up head in
the reservoirs. This ensures that the residents get water at the
critical time of the morning before they embark on their daily
chores.

Lately, the City entered into partnerships for cooperation with
the donor community, DFID, UNICEE, Christian Care Zimba-
bwe and DWSSC in installation of solar powered water systems
in the high density suburb of Mucheke to ensure availability of
water all the time.

Masvingo City Council is moving forward to achieve its vision
of being a world class metropolitan city by 2030 guided by a na-
tional strategic intent as pronounced by the desire to attain up-
per-middle-class income status by 2030 as expounded by Presi-
dent E. D Mnangagwa.
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City of Masvingo Holds DIPA Workshop

The City of Masvingo has held a two-day Departmental
Integrated Performance Agreement workshop from the
25th to the 26th of February 2021 aimed at mapping strat-
egies and set targets for the year 2021, in line with the local
authority’s vision, to be an industrialised metropolitan city
by 2030.

In his welcome and closing remarks, City of Masvingo
Acting Town Clerk, Eng Edward Mukaratirwa urged all
departments and Councillors to successfully achieve the
targeted goals for the year 2021.

‘Let’s deal with the major issues, let’s achieve so that when
we also leave the system, we can be able to leave some leg-
acy so that when we look back, we would be proud of what
we would have done and probably done more that we have
set up now. Failure to set and understand our goals means
our performance monitoring and DIPA are out of sync,
said Eng Mukaratirwa.

The Acting Town Clerk also emphasised the importance
of teamwork, noting that there was a need for members to
work together and be able to leave a legacy.

The workshop afforded the Councillors and Council’s sen-
ior administration with a platform to set targets that will
provide for the impetus for the efficient administration of
Council as well as plan for the 2021 calendar year in order

to create a road-map that will ensure the success of the local authority.

The two-day workshop focused on key major result areas that of Infra-
structure development and maintenance, Social service provision, Good
corporate governance, Investment promotion and Environmental man-
agement services

The workshop was attended by the Councillors and Council Manage-
ment and ended on a high note with participants geared for the year
2021.
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Municipal Offices, Civic Centre, R G Mugabe way, Masvingo
Phone : +263 392 262 431-4
www.masvingocity.org.zw



